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" To the Minister of

The Letter from the Avchbishop to the Clergy.

Good Brother,

Being by God’s Providence call’d to a new Diocese,
with the Circumstances whereof I am very much unacquainted,
I shall hold myself extreamly oblig’d to You for your Assistance
in the Administration of it. To render that move effectual, I send
to you and the rest of my Clergy the following Paper of Questions;
a clear and satisfactory return to which under the Hand of every
several Minister and delivered to my Secretary, or the Register,
at the Time of my Visitation, will make me much better acquainted
with the Circumstances of this large Diocese, than I cou’d be by any
other way, save that of a Parochial Visitation, which it is out of
my power to take.

You will therefore be so good as to gratify my request herein,
and as this is the only design of my sending these Enquiries to You,
You may rest perfectly assured, that no other use shall be made
of them, but for my own Information; and for that reason I will
hope that You will deal very freely and plainly with me in your
Answers to the several Questions.

To God’s Favour and Blessing I heartily commend yourself,
and your Labours in His Church, and remain,

Reverend Sir,
- Your very affectionate Brother,
Tho. Ebor.
Kensington,
2, May 1743.

in the Deanry of

QUESTIONS.

1. What Number of Families have you-in your Parish? Of
these, how many are Dissenters? And of what Sort are
they? ‘

II. Have you any Licens’d or other Meeting House in your
Parish? How many? Of what Sort? How often do they,
assemble? In what Numbers? Who teaches in them?

III. Is there any public or Charity School, endow’d, or otherwise
maintain’d in your Parish? What Number of Children are
taught in it? And what Care is taken to instruct them in
the Principles of the Christian Religion, according to the
Doctrine of the Church of England; and to bring them
duly to Church, as the Canon requires?

IV. Is there in your Parish, any Alms-House, Hospital, or other
Charitable Endowment? Have any Lands or Tenements
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been left for the Repair of your Church; or to any other
pious Use? Who has the Direction of such Benefactions?
How are they managed? Do you know, or have you heard
o}fl an?y Abuses or Frauds committed in the Management of
themr

V. Do you reside Personally upon your Cure, and in your
Parsonage House? If not, where do you reside? And what
is the Reason of your Non-Residence?

VI. Have you a Residing Curate? Is he duly qualified according

to the Canons in that Behalf? Does he live in your Parsonage -

House? What allowance do you make him?

VII. Do you know of any who come to Church in your Parish that
are not Baptized? Or that being Baptized, and of a competent
Age, are not confirmed?

VIII. How often is the public Service read in your Church? Is it
duly perform’d twice every Lord’s-Day? If not, how often,
and at what Times is it perform’d? And how comes it not
to be twice done, as the Act of Uniformity and Canons of
the Church require?

IX. How often and at what Times do you Catechise in your
Church? Do your Parishioners duly send their Children and
Servants who have not learned their Catechism, to be
instructed by you?

X. How often is the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administer’d
in your Church? What Number of Communicants have you
in your Parish? How many of them usually receive?
Particularly, how many did communicate at Easter last?

XI. Do you give open, and timely Warning of the Satrament
before it is administered? Do your Parishioners send in
their Names to you as required? Have you refused the
Sacrament to anyone? For what Reason? And how has
the Person so refused behaved himself since that Time?

If you have met with any particular Difficulties in the Discharge
of your Duty;

If you have observed any particular Defects in the present Canons
or Discipline, of the Church;

If you have discover’d any Abuses or Corruptions in any Ecclesias-
tical Officers, or others concern’d in the Execution of the same;

If you have any Advices to give, or Proposals to make, by which the
Glory of God, and the Honour and Interest of our establish’d
Church may be promoted, or the Government of this Diocese be
better ordered.

I desire you {reely to communicate your Thoughts to me; and be
assur’d, that a proper Use shall be made of your Suggestions,
in order to the Attainment of the End propos’d by them.
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XI. I give open & timely Warning of the Sacrament; by reading
the Exhortations appointed: and more commonly the second.
The Parishioners do not send in their Names as they are
required by the Rubrick. I beg leave to observe; I never
was at, or heard of any Place where this was required or
practiced by any parish Minester (sic). I never refused any
one the Sacrament.

I have not met with any Difficulty in the Discharge of my
Duty; but such as by the Grace of God 1 have easily surmounted.
I have not discover’d any particuler (sic) Defects in the Canons &
Discipline of our Church. The Frame & Foundation is good, But
the Iniquity & Licenciousness of Mankind, will not permit us to
erect so fine & glorious a Superstructure, as it will bear, & was
originally intended & design’d. I have not discovered any abuse
in any ecclesiastical Officer. It would be a degree of Presumption
in me, who am Placed in so obscure a Station, that I can see or
know little of the World, to offer any Advices to my Superiours.
The best way, that I can promote the Honour & Glory of God, &
the Interest of our establish’d Church, is, By observing the Laws,
Canons, Rubricks & Discipline of it, as well as I am able: And by
Obeying the Commands of my Superiours, whenever they are sent
unto me.

Jos. MILNER Rector of Barton in Fabis,

R. JosepH MILNER. Inst., 26th Nov., 1720. D. Lond., 21st Dec., 1718;
P. York, 11th Oct., 1719. St. Cath. Coll. Camb. B.A., 1716; M.A., 1720.
C.W.: Thomas Stevenson
William Wright.
The Abp. makes a note to ask for a Terrier of the Poor Lands here.

9. West Bridgford,
Bingham.

I.  Fifty One two of which are Dissenters

II.  We have no Meeting House

III. There is no School.

IV. We have one yearly Charitable Endowment left to the
Poor by Dame Frances Pierpoint who gave to the Chapter
of Southwell the Annuity or yearly Rent of Thirty Pounds
of lawfull Money of England to be paid to the said Chapter
and their Successors for ever. In trust that the said Thirty
Pounds shall be imployed and distributed amongst Thirty
of the most Poor aged Sick and indigent Persons of the
Parishes of Holmpierpoint West Bridgford Cotgrave and
Cuckney in the said County of Nottingham Scardeclive* in
the County of Darby and the Towns of Southwell and East
Redford in the County of Nottingham viz Ten Pounds to
the Poor of Southwell Ten Pounds to the Poor of East Red-
ford Five Pounds to the Poor of Holmepierpoint, Bridgeford

* i.e., Scarcliffe,
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i i id Fi hath time
d Cotgrave aforesaid which said Five Pounds 1
iﬁt of (1ngind been distributed in this manner Twenty shillings
to Holmepierpoint Forty shillings to Bridgford and Forty
Shillings to Cotgrave untill the year 1740 when only twenty
shillings hath been given to a poor Woman of Gameton in
the Parish of Bridgeford by his Grace the Duke of Kingstons
Steward.
V. I reside in the Parsona}%g I;)Iou's'i1
I is no Curate in this Parish.— )
\\//III %ﬁg: 1are none that I know in this Parish who come to
" Church and are not Baptized nor ar;y th;(lit being Baptized,
d of a competent Age are not confirmed
VIII. Ell‘rllle Publick pService is duly performed twice every Lord
day _
techise during the Time of Lent
I})((. {:(gi‘ efc?mes in theg year. There are about an hundred and
‘ fifty Communicants in the Parish and there are about
Twenty that usually receive and at Easter some few more
that Number.
XI lih:lrivayasl give Warning of the Sacrament the Sunday before
" it is administred. The Parishioners do not send in their
Names as required. I have not refused the Sacrament to
anyone in this Parish. :
Joun STOKES Rectr.

4 York, 2nd Nov., 1718;
N StokEes. Inst., 25th July, 1723. D. k,
P Ygrlkaa June, 1721. Exeter Coll. Oxon. B.A., 1717; M.A., 1720.
' ' C.W. : John Billings.
Joseph Marriott.

10. Bingham,
e e ili Dissenters but one
bout six score Families; no Dissenters
b IXZ?nﬁ;VSf 3Q:)‘uakers, and an Inmate oSf the Church of Rome.
Meeting House of any Sort. )
IIIII‘ \VQ/']: }}11?\1:3 n;) Schoolgendow’d with half the interest of one
" hundred pounds. The number taught in it, is generally near
twenty. proper Care is taken of their Instruction; and to
ing them to Church.
v ]’ﬁiglge is no Charitable Endowment. no Lands belong to the
" Church. A Close of about 30 Shillings p year has been left
to the poor; and 115£ to the same Us_e; Tk_le Profits are regu-
larly distributed according to the Directions of the several
Donors. - ommon
V. The Rector has been held for many years with an unc
Phrensy. He resides in his Parsonage House _
VI. I am the residing Curate and qualified according to the
. Canons; my Allowance is fifty pounds p year.
VII. I know of no such.



